Preston Corridor Meeting with State, City and Community leadership

October 4, 2005
Present:
Greg Groves (KY Gov), Tammy Callahan (Metro Gov), Andy Lutz (KY Gov), Robbie Gibson (PABA/PCPG), Liz Martin (BNA/PCPG), Barry Sanders (KY Gov), Mary Rose Evans (Parkway Village/PCPG), Rhonda Henning (BNA/PCPG), Annie Henning (BNA/PCPG), Rep. Jim Wayne (KY Gov), Drew Shryock (Metro Gov), Bob Caravano (Metro Gov), Rob Holtzmann (Metro Gov), Councilman Jim King (Metro Gov), Brian Meade (KY Gov)

Introductions and General discussion:

Rep. Jim Wayne began the meeting with a recap of the 9/21/2005 meeting between his constituents and the KY Dept of Highway Leadership.  Rep Wayne then turned the lead into the discussion about KY 61 corridor between Hess Lane and Phillips Lane over to Liz Martin of the Preston Corridor Planning Group.  Liz facilitated the group through the introduction process and then stated the goal of the meeting, which was to gain a general understanding of where the improvement plans for KY 61 in terms of production with respect to the parties around the table.  She recapped the unveiling of the City Plans via the architectural firm, Gresham Smith, where Drew Shryock then shared renderings developed with allocations from the last FY budget.  Liz shared conversation regarding ideas upgrades to KY 61 where asphalt stamping would be the option for designated crosswalks and possibly in the center of KY 61 where the replacement of medians might and should occur.  There was also the notion of recreating some of the planting and stamping options used on Second Street downtown, which is also a state road.  For clarification purposes, these design ideas were not part of the City plans presented by Drew Shyrock as the state has not yet created a rendering or estimate for these pieces. 

Robbie Gibson of the Belmar Flower Shop had questions about the details related to the entrance to his storefront on Preston as well as the adjacent businesses.  There was discussion about a parallel parking scenario versus having customers back in and out on KY 61.  This would entail a right-in & right-out option for entering and exiting these businesses.  There is no conflict from the city or state for such a change to occur, however, it will minimize parking spaces for businesses.  This led into a conversation with Tammy Callahan regarding Land Development Codes for changing frontage and buildings along the corridor, specifically from the Belmar Flower Shop to the D & D Service Station.  Problems might arise here only if businesses draw a higher number of customers.  MDA suggested a simple query of the business owners and tenants to see if the idea would gel.  Robbie Gibson will look into the options with the neighboring businesses.

Funding for the Corridor Improvements:
Liz asked the city of Louisville and state about their abilities to assist in funding the advancements to KY 61 and mentioned the community is trying to raise a small amount of funds to use toward stainless steel art for the Norfolk Southern viaduct.  Councilman King reported that there are $300,000 set aside in the city’s budget for the curb areas back to the edge of private property and possibly the viaduct area, and that he is committed to seeing this project through on down to Eastern Parkway (from the Watterson X-way overpass on Preston).  Though separate allocations would have to be identified for the separate phases of improvements.  He hopes to match some work on Eastern Parkway to the Preston plan for symmetry.  

He also stated he had been talking with Harold Workman of the KY Fair Board who is interested in seeing a franchise for dining move into the commercial corridor.  Workman says he will put money toward beautifying the fairground entrance by Thornton’s.  There was also discussion for the need to clean-up Phillips lane, add sidewalks and make it more pedestrian friendly – connecting hotels goers and fairground visitors to the commercial corridor.  The State Fair Board has only committed to their entrance off of Preston at this point.  However, Jim King and Harold Workman have talked and are looking into making the board aware that they will try to purchase the property on the western side of Preston (near Thornton’s). Jim also discussed his role in putting and maintaining sidewalks along Phillips lane -this is a Metro road- but the Fairground’s does own property on both sides of it.  Jim may look to the Metro Parks and Recreation for some guidelines and money for Phillips Lane. Jim King is to get sidewalk estimates for Phillips lane, from Preston to Fairgrounds entrance.  Councilman King is working with Councilman Dan Johnson to see the initiatives west of KY 61 will occur.  

The KY state leaders at the table said they are capable of the cut out and stamp of asphalt for the crosswalks.  Barry Sanders stated there is a private contractor in Frankfort who handled similar work in Lexington that currently does this kind of work.  Barry needs a plan to determine costs associated with such work, and he will work with his staff to get Rep Wayne a figure to add as a potential line item, or special discretionary funds, or Mary Rose Evans suggested a pedestrian safety program (though one was not specifically named for the project), in the state’s 06 budget.  There could be a way for the state to also work with Harold Workman on this project.  Harold and Jim Wayne will need to meet to discuss.  Greg Groves, designer, with the KY Dept of Highways will come up with a cost estimate for the above-mentioned plans on KY 61 (e.g., asphalt stamping in crosswalks at Phillips Lane, the Fairground’s entrance by Thornton’s, Audubon Parkway and Hess Lane, plus stamping, greenery and median installation down the center of KY 61 on both sides of the Norfolk Southern viaduct for aesthetic purposes and to create ways of slowing traffic).    Rhonda Henning emphasized the need for the plants. 

Greg Groves is going to get estimates together for the stamping of the asphalt with a brick design in the center turning lanes, and where the traffic management devices (Raised Centers) are located. This would also include crosswalks at all lighted intersections and possibly at the Fairground entrance.  Greg will have cost estimates by Nov 05.  Barry Sanders says its fine for the city to change art and install lights on the Norfolk Southern viaduct so long as driver vision is not obstructed.

The City of Audubon Park has not contributed funds at this point.

End notes:

There were residual questions/comments bantered around at this point of the meeting.  

· State would normally take care of these items on the highway during regular maintenance of the road, once they become a reality.

· There will be new concrete sidewalks with pavers placed on both sides of Preston from Phillips Lane to Hess Lane for this project; railings will be installed near the Viaduct to separate pedestrians and traffic. Parking T's will be added to the asphalt for parking as part of the project.

· Discussion ensued about doing moving forward with developing a plan for the Viaduct in terms of covering it up and or mounting art on it. State did not have any objections and suggested contacting Robert Bruce with Metro.
· Robbie Gibson is to connect with Councilman King about the alley behind his business and it upkeep.  There is a tree down and the area needs some upkeep prior to the entrance of the Glaser’s facility.
· MDA staff – Bob and Drew - mentioned the city would pay for the electricity for the lights hung over the walkways of the viaduct and they would be cared for by the city as well.
Minutes from meeting to be written and sent to the group via email by Liz Martin & Robbie Gibson

